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WE WORK WITH NEARLY
400 LOCAL FAMILIES
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BUILDING BELONGING

Dear Friends:
Since 2005, No More Sidelines has been our community’s foremost
non-profit for helping children and young adults with physical and cognitive
challenges to find a place of belonging. We work with nearly 400 local
families to provide enriching recreational, social, and skill-building activities
for their children and teens to help build a community for these families and
their kids.
No More Sidelines provides year-round programming that includes sporting
activities, visits to cultural events, group activities, dances, and regular
interaction with 150 community volunteers who help deliver our services.
Unfortunately, our home at the Folkert Community Hub (640 Seminole
Road) is in need of repair and renovation. Improving our facility will enable
us to serve more children, provide higher quality programs, and extend
additional volunteer opportunities to area community members.
A warm, welcoming and professional environment is a top priority of our
leadership team, and our Board has recently approved a plan to raise funds
for this project. Over the next year, a group of dedicated community leaders
will be working hard to raise $1.4 million in charitable gifts to renovate our
facility so that we can extend our services to the 3,000+ disabled children
and young adults in our region.
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Over the next several months we will be approaching our friends and
supporters to seek your help in providing opportunities for the special
needs community. Please join us in supporting the “Building Belonging”
campaign as we seek to ensure that everyone in our community has a place
to fit in.
Sincerely,

David Ellis

Mark White

Larry Hines

Mike Olthoff

Campaign Co-Chair		

Honorary Campaign Co-Chair		

Campaign Co-Chair

Honorary Campaign Co-Chair
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OVER 300 KIDS…
In 2005, a committed group of six parents founded No More
Sidelines with the mission of helping children and young
adults with special needs to become accepted members of our
community and to advocate and help them reach beyond the
limits set by society. Through their programs and services, No
More Sidelines provides opportunities to participate in sports
and community events that nurture friendships and build social
networks for those in the special needs community.
Operating out of the Folkert Community
Hub in Muskegon, No More Sidelines serves
over 300 children and young adults from
Muskegon, Ottawa, and Oceana counties
each year. Additionally, many more siblings
and other young people who participate
as teammates during sporting events,
benefit from our programs. They learn
how to work with, understand, and enjoy
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their friendships with those struggling with
disabilities. Building empathy in young
people without physical or cognitive
limitations is an important secondary goal of
No More Sidelines and helps to strengthen
our broader community as we learn to
understand and appreciate each other’s
strengths and differences.

BUILDING BELONGING

A SENSE OF BELONGING
The mission of No More Sidelines is unique and unduplicated
in our area. No More Sidelines is the only regional organization
that invites children with special needs and their families to
focus on fun, friends, socialization, and support.
Through their programs, No More Sidelines participants are integrated into the community and:
• Participate in sporting events and athletic endeavors including basketball,
soccer, softball, swimming, bowling, bocce, hockey, golf, roller skating,
and track and field through partnerships with local school districts.
• Attend community parades.
• Hold dances and parties.
• Go to local sporting events, attend musical performances, visit the zoo,
take nature hikes, go on cruises, see movies, fish, camp, attend local
festivals, and other events.
• Take exercise classes together.
• Experience their first job responsibilities and vocational training by
helping to host community events, weddings, and celebrations at the
Folkert Community Hub.
More important than the programming aspect; however, are the deep friendships and support
networks that develop through No More Sidelines services. Children and young adults develop
a sense of belonging while parents and siblings find support and a network of individuals
facing the similar challenges of caring for a person with a physical or cognitive differences.

A CAMPAIGN FOR NO MORE SIDELINES.

5

“WHEN OUR KIDS
PLAYED ON THE FIELD,
YOU COULD FEEL THE
GOOSEBUMPS.”
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BUILDING BELONGING

OUR CHALLENGE
There are approximately 3,300 special needs
children in Muskegon, Ottawa, and Oceana counties.
That means No More Sidelines is currently serving
about 10% of the special needs population and
doing so with a parent-led, volunteer model. Last
year, 130 No More Sidelines volunteers contributed
over 12,000 volunteer hours to help deliver
programming to our participants.
The organization operates with a
$250,000 annual budget, raised through a
combination of state funding and charitable
gifts from our community. Our ability to
host banquets and community events at the
Folkert Community Hub helps to sustain
our annual operations, and as a result,
the vast majority of our programs are free
for participants, with nominal charges for
special activities. Our intent is to eliminate
family income as a barrier for those seeking
to be part of No More Sidelines.
Over the past several years, word of mouth
has spread about our organization, and as
a result, we have received regular calls from
parents, educators, and health professionals
asking about our local programs or seeking
help in establishing a No More Sidelines
model in nearby communities (We recently
helped initiate No More Sidelines chapters
in Central Michigan (Montcalm) and Kent
County). Continuing to serve this growing
demand is increasingly difficult without
dedicated staff and resources that can
grow to meet the expectations of our
communities.

At the same time, No More Sidelines needs
to expand the Folkert Community Hub
building to provide more space for our
kids. We currently utilize 52,000 sq. ft. at the
Folkert facility, which was purchased and
donated to No More Sidelines in 2012. It is
a wonderful home for our many programs,
but the facility is aging and in need of
renovation and repair.
We also desire more space for our
programming, increased athletic space for
our sports, and a renovated facility that will
eliminate future maintenance burdens and
improvement costs.
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BUDGET

New Construction (14,760 sq. ft.) and Renovations			
Restroom & Mechanical Renovations

Indoor Soccer Field

Basketball/Volleyball Court

Storage & Viewing Mezzanine

Building Storage

Snack Shack

Equipment Storage Shelter

Exterior Improvements

$

$

$

225,000

250,000

250,000

$

265,000

$

20,000

$

$

$

45,000

45,000

100,000

Fixtures/Furnishing/Equipment

$

200,000

Total Campaign Goal:

$

1,400,000

There are approximately 3,300 children with special needs in Muskegon, Ottawa, and Oceana counties.
That means, No More Sidelines is currently serving about 10% of the special needs population...and
doing this with a parent-led, volunteer model.
An investment in No More Sidelines would help increase the number of children with special needs
No More Sidelines could reach in these counties. It would also increase space for our programming,
athletic space for our sports, and a renovated facility that will eliminate future maintenance burdens
and improvement costs.
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BUILDING BELONGING

Our current facility is 52,000 sq. ft.; however, only
32,000 sq. ft. have been renovated. This campaign will
fund the renovation of the additional 20,000 sq. ft. and
the new construction.
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“My 16-year-old son, Billy, was a
victim of bullying which caused a
lot of emotional trauma. He did not
have any friends, nor did he want
to make friends at this time. He felt
that every relationship he formed
was a negative one outside of the
relationship he had with his family.
As a coping mechanism, he began to
bully others. By doing this, he could
deflect the feelings that he got from
being bullied onto other individuals.
He had low self-esteem when joining
No More Sidelines in 2006 and was
very skeptical that he would fit in due
to his past experiences.

AFTER A FEW YEARS OF
BEING INVOLVED, HIS
FRIENDS WOULD REFER
TO HIM AS A “GIANT
TEDDY BEAR”.
He was friendly to everyone and
took on a mentor role. He had done
a complete one-eighty from who he
was when he started the program.
In 2012, Billy’s father passed away,
which left him feeling empty. Billy and
his father had an indescribable bond
and shared many hobbies. Because
of No More Sidelines, Billy had many
friends to turn to to help him through
this difficult time to prevent him
from going back to previous coping
mechanisms. Billy is still involved with
the program today and openly shares
about how far he has come because
of No More Sidelines.” (Names have
been changed to protect the family’s privacy.)

Cindy, Billy’s mom
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“AT NO MORE SIDELINES,
MY KID FEELS EQUAL.”
HOW YOU CAN HELP
The “Building Belonging” campaign is seeking $1.4 million in
community philanthropy to provide funding for renovations and
improvements to the home at the Folkert Community Hub (640
Seminole Road). You can help us achieve this important goal by
supporting this campaign through:
• A one-time cash gift
• A multiple year pledge commitment
(may be paid over a three-year period)
• A gift of appreciated assets (e.g., stock)
• The donation of an asset that can be converted to cash
(e.g., property, automobiles, collectibles, etc.)
• An estate gift

No More Sidelines is a qualified 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Accordingly, your charitable gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of state and
federal law. Please check with your tax advisor to determine how your gift may affect your personal tax situation.
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PARTNERSHIPS
CHURCHES

Calvary Christian Reformed Church
Fruitport Calvary
Laketon Bethel Reformed Church
Prince of Peace, St. Thomas

COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES

Baker College
Ferris State University
Grand Valley State University
Hope College
Muskegon Community College
University of Michigan

ORGANIZATIONS

Multifaceted list of community
organizations that support and
participate with NMS (limited list):
Basics Sports
Equestrian Therapy Farm
Hackley Community Care
HealthWest
Muskegon Jaycees
Kiwanis
Lumberjacks
Morea Chiropractic
Muskegon Credit Unions
Muskegon Elks
Parmenter Law

SCHOOLS

Coopersville
Fruitport
Fruitport Calvary Christian
Grand Haven
Holton
Mona Shores
Montague
Muskegon
Muskegon Catholic
North Muskegon
Reeths-Puffer
Spring Lake
Whitehall

A CAMPAIGN FOR NO MORE SIDELINES.
Folkert Community Hub

640 Seminole Rd., Norton Shores, MI 49441

ph 231.332.3849

www.nomoresidelines.org

nomoresidelines@yahoo.com

